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the drug. In all the cases before treatment, the pulse-curves are 
represented simply by irregular wavy lines, and sometimes 
the pulse beats could not be counted. The tracings show 
marked and rapid improvement. The shortest time after giving 
the drug before improvement was noticed, was in a case where 
the pulse was so feeble and rapid as to be almost uncount¬ 
able, -jV gr. of strophantus was given subcutaneously. Improve¬ 
ment was shown in 20 minutes, and the effect of a simple dose 
lasted 24 hours, when the continuation of the effect of a single 
dose could not be noticed, as the drug then was given by the 
mouth. 


On the Influence of Age on the Dosage of Nux Vomica, 
with Some Remarks on its Therapeutics. Dr. J. H. Musser 
( Therafi. Gaz., Jan. 15, 1885) states that the effect of strychnia 
upon the system varies with the age. From a study of his notes 
of 50 cases, he states that from 15 to 40 years of age, 45 drops or 
more of the tincture was almost invariably well borne. After 40 
years it was the exception to be able to increase the dose over 35 
drops without causing some disagreeable symptoms. The tincture, 
used was that of the pharmacopoeia of 1870, which is one third 
stronger than that of 1880. 

M. gives the usual dose, and then increases three to five drops 
every second day till some physiological effect, as twitching of 
some group of voluntary muscles, is produced. The dose is then 
reduced one third, and in a few days, especially if desirable to 
produce full effects, ascending doses are again administered. One 
patient, aged twenty-four, took two hundred drops three times 
daily. (Unfortunately M. leaves it in doubt whether or not by 
drops he means minims.) He claims that in the usually pre¬ 
scribed doses nux vomica, in most cases, has only a local action 
as a bitter ; and even with larger doses the system readily be¬ 
comes accustomed to its stimulation, requiring increasing doses. 

Two disadvantageous symptoms produced by large doses were 
diarlpxa and frequent seminal emissions. As to its therapeutic 
value, M. recommends it especially in atonic dyspepsia, hypo¬ 
chondriasis, headache, weight on the head, and other nervous 
phenomena, and thinks its good effects first due to its action in 
increasing the reflex excitability of the spinal cord and vaso¬ 
motor centres. The drug is also recommended in emphysema, 
chronic bronchitis, mental and physical depression, etc. 


Hyoscine Hydrobromate. Dr. Henry M. Wetherell, Jr., 
Med. Times, Dec. 26, 1885, speaks a good word for hyoscine hydro¬ 
bromate as an hypnotic and sedative. His conclusions are formed 
from its use in the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane. As an 
hypnotic the usual dose is to Vo grain ; sometimes a less dose 
than grain will suffice. It is seldom necessary to repeat the dose, 
another decided advantage it possesses over hyoscyamine is that 
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small doses can be continued a long time without increase, the 
opposite of which is the case with hyoscyamine. In insomnia oc¬ 
curring in the course of acute delirious mania, it succeeded after 
all the usual modes of treatment proved inadequate. In the in¬ 
somnia of agitated melancholia, of the morphine habit, of alcohol¬ 
ism, of acute mania, of neurasthenia, of chronic mental disorder 
with habitual wakefulness and motor activity, and in those con¬ 
firmed cases of insomnia from unascertained cause, which usually 
prove so obnoxious to treatment, hyoscine was found to answer a 
very good purpose. It does not invariably succeed, but the fail¬ 
ures have been very exceptional. Given in 1 the daytime, it acts 
very well. As a general sedative Dr. W. declares it to be the 
“ very best means at present at our disposal for calming the 
motor excitement of acute and chronic mental disorders in their 
talkative, active, noisy, destructive, or violent phases.” The dose, 
however, sometimes has to be greater : from gr. ^ to gr. fa. 

It would seem that any one who wants more than this must 
want the world, but unfortunately it is stated that hyoscine is not 
always well borne ; occasionally the following symptoms havefol- 
owed moderate doses_: Nausea, vomiting, anorexia, dysuria, syn¬ 
cope, with small, rapid, irregular pulse, and with symptoms of 
partial paralysis of the pneumogastrics. The physiological effects 
produced by a full dose, fa gr., are : brief transitory bewilder¬ 
ment ; widely dilated pupils ; slow, regular, very full pulse ; dry¬ 
ness, of the throat; relaxation of the vocal cords ; very slow, full 
respiration, sometimes becoming Cheyne-Stokes ; marked suffusion 
of the face and of the general surface of the body ; a slight rise 
of temperature ; and free diaphoresis, which does not seem to 
restore the normal temperature. 

Dr. W. thinks the failure of others with the drug may be due 
to poor preparations. In the above-mentioned hospital it is con¬ 
sidered superior to all other hypnotics and sedatives. 


Hypnone, a New Hypnotic. Therapeutic Gaz., Jan. 15, 
1886. , 

Hypnone is the name of a new hypnotic, known to chemists as 
CeHj-Co-CHg, phenyl-methylacetone, and which was presented 
to the Academy of Medicine by Dujardin-Beaumetz. In doses of 
i to 2 drops it is said to produce a deep physiological sleep. In 
alcoholic subjects it is said to act decidedly better than paralde¬ 
hyde or chloral. In cases of insomnia due to cerebral hyperexci¬ 
tation it acts promptly, but Dujardin-Beaumetz states it is wholly 
useless in insomnia due to pain.’ It is well borne by the stomach. 
It is best given in either a syrup or elixir, the former containing : 

Hypnone.gtt. i 

Alcohol (90°).H xvi 

Syr. aurant. flor. ..... rri, lxxx 

Syr. lauro-cerasi.np xvi 

Four to ten drops taken at once are, according to Dujardin- 
Beaumetz, sufficient to produce a refreshing and sufficiently long 
s ^ ee P- Morton Prince. 



